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A new building housing the Gazi Husrev-Beg Library, a collection of more than 100,000 mainly Arabic and =5 submit

Turkish texts, has opened in Sarajevo, the capital of Bosnia-Herzegovina. The library was founded in 1537 by
Gazi Husrev-beg, a provincial governor of Bosnia under Ottoman rule, who also financed many buildings in
Sarajevo's old city. The location of the collection was moved many times throughout its history; during
Bosnia's war of the 1990s, the collection was housed in eight different locations. The newly built library was Pinit
funded by donations from Qatar. (Photos by Midhat Poturovi¢, RFE/RL's Balkan Service)
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1 The facade of the new building of the Gazi Husrev-Beg Library in Sarajevo
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3 Dignitaries from Qatar attended the opening. Qatari donors provided some $8.8 million to finance the construction of the new library.
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4 Bosnian schoolchildren attend the opening ceremony.
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8 Bakir lyetbegovic (left), the Bosniak member of Bosnia-Herzegovina's tripartite presidency, alongside a Qatari official
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9 The library houses more than 100,000 items. The oldest is an Arabic-language manuscript dating to the beginning of the 12th century.
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Bosnia opens library housing ancient Islamic
manuscripts

A view of an old manuscript on display during the re-opening ceremony of the Gazi Husrev-bey library in Sarajevo. (AFP)

AFP, Sarajevo
Wednesday, 15 January 2014

Bosnia opened Wednesday a new library to house its ancient Islamic manuscripts, which were saved from destruction during
the 1992-1995 war by residents who hid them in eight different locations.

The Gazi Husrev-beg library houses more than 100,000 items, the oldest being an Arabic-language handwritten manuscript
dating to 1106.

During the 1990s inter-ethnic war in Bosnia and siege of Sarajevo, the collection had been hidden, with 500 of the most
valuable manuscripts and books locked up in a bank vault.

To eliminate the threat that the items could one day be lost, “all manuscripts are digitized and copies are saved at three
different places around the world,” said Ahmed Alibasic, who chairs the library’s management board.

About 60 percent of the collection is in Arabic while 30 percent is in Turkish.

“The knowledge is a gift from God and our task is to transfer it,” Bosnia's grand mufti Husein Kavazovic said at an official
opening ceremony, attended also by Qatar's Minister for Religion and Islamic affairs Ghaith Bin Mubarak Al-Kuwari.

Qatar donated some $8.8 million (6.5m euros) towards the construction of the library, which is named after one of Sarajevo’s
founders who had constructed the first library in the Bosnian capital in 1537.
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Bosnia was part of the Ottoman Empire from 1463 to 1878 and more than 40 percent of its 3.8 million inhabitants are
Muslims.
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Bosnia opens The Gazi Husrev-beg library housing ancient Islamic manuscripts

A view of an old manuscript on display during the re-opening ceremony of the Gazi Husrev-bey library in Sarajevo, on January 15, 2014. Bosnia opened today a new
library to house its ancient Islamic manuscripts, which were saved from destruction during the 1992-1995 war by residents who hid them in eight different locations.
Sarajevo re-opened the 477-year old library, containing the largest collection of oriental books and manuscripts in South-Eastern Europe, after it was rebuilt with the
financial help from Qatar. AFP PHOTO / ELVIS BARUKCIC.
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SARAJEVO (AFP).- Bosnia opened Wednesday a new library to house its ancient Islamic manuscripts, which were
saved from destruction during the 1992-1995 war by residents who hid them in eight different locations.

The Gazi Husrev-beg library houses more than 100,000 items, the oldest being an Arabic-language handwritten
manuscript dating to 1106.

During the 1990s inter-ethnic war in Bosnia and siege of Sarajevo, the collection had been hidden, with 500 of the most
valuable manuscripts and books locked up in a bank vault.

To eliminate the threat that the items could one day be lost, "all manuscripts are digitised and copies are saved at three
different places around the world," said Ahmed Alibasic, who chairs the library's management board.

About 60 percent of the collection are in Arabic while 30 percent are in Turkish.

"The knowledge is a gift from God and our task is to transfer it," Bosnia's grand mufti Husein Kavazovic said at an official opening ceremony, attended also
by Qatar's Minister for Religion and Islamic affairs Ghaith Bin Mubarak Al-Kuwari.

Qatar donated some $8.8 million (6.5 million euros) towards the construction of the library, which is named after one of Sarajevo's founders who had
constructed the first library in the Bosnian capital in 1537.

Bosnia was part of the Ottoman Empire from 1463 to 1878 and more than 40 percent of its 3.8 million inhabitants are Muslims.

© 1994-2014 Agence France-Presse
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By Medina Malagi¢ / 16/01/2014 / No Comments
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By MedinaMalagi¢ — Sargjevo

During the 15th century, while B&H was still under Ottoman rule, Gazi Husrev Beg was the sanjak-bey of Bosnia,
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or the ruler of Bosnia, and his name today bears the symbol of the greatest benefactor of Sargjevo.

Gazi Husrev-Beg financed the building of the mosque in Sargjevo that bears his name, the Gazi Husrev-Beg
mosqgue, which is considered to epitomize Ottoman architecture and one of the most signifciant Islamic structures
in B&H today. In addition to the mosque, the Gazi-Husrev Beg Library was founded in 1537, and over time came
to acquire the largest collection of Islamic manuscriptsin B&H.

Yesterday, a brand new library was opened on the premises of the Gazi-Husrev Beg mosque. The state of Qatar
provided funds for the construction of the new library, and the opening ceremony of the library was replete with
representatives from Qatar and many individuals from the B& H cultural, political and social sphere.

At the opening of the ceremony yesterday, Director of Gazi Husrev Beg mosque Mustafa Jahi¢ said that " The
library represents the memory of the cultural and civilizational achievements of one nation. Thank you to the state
of Qatar and to its friendly people for this great gift”.

During the conflict in B&H, the cultural heritage was in a bitter struggle for survival. Vjeénica, the neo-baroque
style library was set on fire and thousands of centuries-old books were destroyed. During the war, the books from
the Gazi-Husrev Library went into hiding, often in private homes and bank vaults.

The people in B&H who surrounded themselves with books during this period endeavored to protect the country’s
cultural heritage, relocating and hiding the old books and manuscripts that lay testament to the history of this
region. The attempt to destroy the cultural sites, the books of B&H was directly linked to the wider attempts to
destroy what many were trying to protect, the obliteration of the multi-ethnic heritage and history, which was in
direct contrast to the nationalist rhetoric whose narratives undermined the truth imprinted in the books, manuscripts
and other documents.

The Gazi Husrev Beg mosque, the first library built in Sargjevo, contains collections that are mostly in Arabic or
Turkish, and the manuscripts have been catalogued and digitized, seeking to ensure its preservation. The Library is
open to visitors and researchers, and is significant because it not only offers, in one centralized place, a thorough
collection of books, manuscripts and documents of B& H's history, but also serves as a testament to the indelibility
of the written word and its unbroken chain with cultural memory.

© 2014 Independent Balkan News Agency | Site by: Gybe Media & Technology
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Bosnia opens library housing ancient Islamic manuscripts

AFP - 15/01/2014

(MENAFN - AFP) Bosnia opened Wednesday a new library to house its ancient Islamic manuscripts, which were saved from destruction during the 1992-1995 war by
residents who hid them in eight different locations.

The Gazi Husrev-beg library houses more than 100,000 items, the oldest being an Arabic-language handwritten manuscript dating to 1106.

During the 1990s inter-ethnic war in Bosnia and siege of Sarajevo, the collection had been hidden, with 500 of the most valuable manuscripts and books locked up in a
bank vault.

To eliminate the threat that the items could one day be lost, "all manuscripts are digitised and copies are saved at three different places around the world," said Ahmed
Alibasic, who chairs the library's management board.

About 60 percent of the collection are in Arabic while 30 percent are in Turkish.

“The knowledge is a gift from God and our task is to transfer it,” Bosnia's grand mufti Husein Kavazovic said at an official opening ceremony, attended also by Qatar's
Minister for Religion and Islamic affairs Ghaith Bin Mubarak Al-Kuwari.

Qatar donated some $8.8 million (6.5 million euros) towards the construction of the library, which is named after one of Sarajevo's founders who had constructed the first
library in the Bosnian capital in 1537.

Bosnia was part of the Ottoman Empire from 1463 to 1878 and more than 40 percent of its 3.8 million inhabitants are Muslims.

© 2000 menafn.com All Rights Reserved.
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Official Opening of New Building of Gazi
Husrev Beg Library in Sarajevo

January 15, 2014 1:15 PM

As of today, Sargjevo is enriched with a new and
contemporary temple of knowledge, culture and
science — Gazi Husrev-beg library, which officially
opened its doors to all who are interested.

Many high officials from the political, cultural and
public lifein B&H participated in the officia
opening of the library and whoever came to support
the opening of the new library. Representatives of
Qatar attended this event as well. Qatar supported
this project with 13 million BAM.

In his speech at the opening ceremony, the director of Gazi Husrev Beg library Mustafa
Jahi¢ recalled al the phases that preceded today’s opening.

“The library represents the memory of the cultural and civilization achievements of one nation.
Thank you to the State of Qatar and to its friendly people for this great gift”, said Jahié.

Prime Minister of FB&H Nermin NikSi¢, Minister of Foreign Affairs of B&H Zlatko Lagumdzija,

Vice Presidents of FB&H Mirsad Kebo and Svetozar Pudarié¢, Chief of EU Delegation in B&H

and Special Representative of EU Peter Sorensen, and High Representative Valentin Inzko, anm@mg11:30 AM
others, attended this event.

(N1 irce: Eona)
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Vice Presidents of FB&H Mirsad Kebo and Svetozar Pudarié, Chief of EU Delegation in B&H
and Special Representative of EU Peter Sorensen, and High Representative Va entin Inzko, among
others, attended this event.

(Source: Fena)
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